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A new lighthouse is to be built in
Barbados  to touch the world
spiritually. The People’s Cathedral
Church just outside of Bridgetown has
unveiled plans that include
construction of a church and primary
school.

Some may call it the Caribbean’s
first mega church but Senior Pastor of
People’s Cathedral Rev. Dr. Holmes
Williams says The Light House to the
World, as the new Church will be
called, is part of a long term plan, with
the first phase being the establishment
of the sanctuary.

The complex is to be built on a 25-
acre plot of land at Staple Grove in the
rural parish of Christ Church. The

The Lighthouse to the world
ultra modern Lighthouse to the
World will have expansive floor space
of one acre or about 44, 000 square
feet with auditorium style seating for
3,500 on the main floor and balcony.

The building will have a prayer
room and chapel, bookshop, store,
executive and administrative offices,
library, nursery, print room, studio
and hospitality suite.

There will be more than adequate
parking, something which has become
a major headache at the church’s
current Bishop’s Court Hill, St.
Michael location.

The second phase of the project will
be the construction of the school,
playing fields and areas for recreation.

The Staple Grove project of church
and school is estimated to cost $40
million dollars and the congregation
has been involved in raising the
money.

The heart of  the People’s Cathedral
is committed to giving to missions and
Dr. Williams says this new venture
will not compromise the level of
support which the church has been
contributing both at home and around
the world. He has stressed that he
would halt construction of the church
rather than reduce the level of funding
for missions.

People’s Cathedral supports
orphanages in Haiti and India, bible

The new People’s Cathedral Church

The Lighthouse to the World Church...an artist’s impression

(Continued on Page 2)
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The new People’s Cathedral Church (Cont’d from Page 1)
distribution in Afghanistan, Iraq and
China and missionaries in Suriname,
Brazil, Haiti and the Far East to name
a few places. It also has a food
distribution programme and ministry
to the needy and shut-ins.

The church has over 60 ministries
including Sunday school, junior
church, missions, outreach, door to
door evangelism, music and drama.

The People’s Cathedral Ministry was
established over 44 years ago and now
has a membership of about 4,500, the
largest in Barbados. With an estimated
10,000 people worshipping at the
church’s six services per week, this is
easily the largest Christian gathering in
the entire Caribbean.

2,500 seats
The present Church seats about

2,000 with another 500 being
accommodated in the extended
sanctuary. They are three services on
Sundays with near capacity crowds
attending the two in the morning and
one in the evening. There is also a
good attendance for midweek Bible
study and on Friday nights for prayer
meeting. The church also has a
Thursday lunchtime miracle service
which usually attracts people from
several other denominations.

It is obvious that the church and
school have now outgrown the present
location and this is evident especially
on Sunday mornings when parking is a
problem. The large number of vehicles
sometimes poses challenges to people
living in the area.

Rev. Williams says efforts to acquire
permanent parking space were not
successful but he has thanked the
businesses in the area who allow their
premises to be used, especially on
Sundays and during special services.

He is also grateful to the residents
for their tolerance during what could
sometimes be a great inconvenience.

Second Phase
The People’s Cathedral School, the

brain child of Dr. Williams, will be the
second phase of the Staple Grove
project. Established in 1987 with 26
students, it was born out of a burden
the Lord had given to the pastor of the
need for a Christian Primary School.

It has quickly gained a reputation
because of its Christian environment
and the quality of its educational
programme. It offers tuition at the pre-
school, nursery and primary levels and
now has a roll of 415. There is also a
long list of students witing to enter the
institution.

Over the years students of the
People’s Cathedral Primary School
have done well in the Barbados
Secondary Schools Entrance
Examination, known locally as the
‘Common Entrance’ or ‘Eleven Plus
examination’. Several of these young
people have found places in the
island’s best schools, where they have
excelled.

The rapid growth of the school and
plans for a secondary school offering a
Christian environment have also
played a major part in the drive to
move from Bishop’s Court Hill. The
school does not have its own playing
field but ironically it has been able to
compete successfully in cricket,
swimming and athletics.

People’s Cathedral School has also
been excelling in the sciences and its
annual science fair sets a high
standard. Participants have also gone
on to do well at the national science
exhibition.

The Town and Country Development
Planning office has already given
approval for the land at St. David’s to
be used for a church and school and
the designs are now awaiting a
decision from that government
department.

The new People’s Cathedral Church and School
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Thanks for your
enthusiastic response to
the inaugural issue of The
Messenger e-magazine. I
would encourage you to
keep this publication in
your prayers as we
commit to our goal and
the great commission of
spreading the Gospel of
Jesus Christ and leading
people to Him.
As we look around, there

are several negative things
happening in our society
which we need to stand
against. At the same time
there are also a lot of
positives.
While some may

highlight the delinquent
youth, it is obvious that
there are a lot more young
people who are a credit to
a positive society.
We see them excelling in

education, sports and
other areas.

We need to encourage
these young people by
being positive examples.
One way of setting the
proper standards is living
according to the Word of
God, as written in the Bible.
The 10 Commandments

readily come to mind as
excellent rules to live by.
If, for instance, we stop

stealing, killing, cheating,
lying, lusting after the
flesh, cursing, swearing,
dishonouring parents and
those in authority and
instead put God first in
our lives, we would see a
mark difference in our
nations.

From The Editor
If everyone adopted that

lifestyle we would no
longer live in fear. If we
stopped desiring and
chasing after other
people’s property and
their partners too, there
would be less hatred.
By simplyaccepting what

we have and not coveting
what others have worked
hard to achieve would
bring peace of mind.
Telling lies about others

and what the Bible calls
“bearing false witness”
creates tension between
people, even friends, and
leads to hatred.
By simply living the

word, and being your
brother’s keeper can
eliminate a lot of the
pressures that we put on
ourselves.
The Bible also has

several other rules for
living which, if followed,
would certainly enhance
our society.
They relate to business,

relationships, sexual
morality, divorce,
cleanliness and a whole
gamut of other areas.
The book of

Deuteronomy makes
interesting reading in this
regard and also shows
what God can do when
we put our trust in Him
and live by his rules.
May God’s richest
blessings be yours.
Mike Goddard
Editor
The Messenger

Easter Attack
Christianity in Barbados is

today facing a very serious and
vicious attack and one of its
sternest challenges in recent
times. On Easter Sunday, the
most holy day in the Christian
calendar, promoters are
planning to put on what they
have described as “The biggest
show Barbados has ever seen”;
with a party to follow.

The Bob Marley Tribute
Concert is set to honour a mere
man at a time when Christians
are celebrating the resurrection
of Jesus Christ son of the Most
High God.

Leading entertainers from
Jamaica and Barbados are
scheduled to perform and
according to newspaper
advertising, the gates to the
venue, Kensington Oval, will
be opened from 10 o’clock in
the morning.

In Barbados, the Caribbean
and the world, Easter Sunday
is comparable only to
Christmas Day in the Christian
calendar and to put a show of
this nature at that time is
tantamount to spitting into the
face of the Christian
community.

In recent times Barbados has
allowed itself to be used by its
so called friendly neighbors
who fool ‘Bajans’ into
following their lead by calling
the island the entertainment
capital of the Caribbean. Every
year when Trinidad and the

other Roman Catholic islands
close down their feting for the
Lenten season, the carnival
atmosphere switches to
Barbados, which now has the
dubious title of the “wukkup
capital of the world.”

Sunday, Monday, Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday it
makes no difference now to us.

It is hard to believe that
Barbados, which for years has
prided itself on being a
Christian nation, has sunk so
low. The lyrics of the national
anthem state in part:
 “The Lord has been the
people’s guide for past three
hundred years. With Him still
on the people’s side we have
no doubts or fears.”

What has happened to all of
the lessons and examples set by
our ancestors? Are the
Christian and moral standards
which have served us so well
over the years to be sacrificed
on the altar of money? Do we
only know God when we are
threatened by a hurricane?

Be warned! God is not an
ambulance, something to be
called in an emergency.

This Bob Marley Tribute
Concert is another step in
transforming Sunday in
Barbados to “Funday”, a day
when every thing from cricket
to carnival takes place.

Some years ago we heard a
call for horse racing on
Sundays. Could that be next?

P.O Box 129
Brittons Hill, St. Michael

Barbados
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There’s a new phenomenon
sweeping through businesses
and offices in Barbados and
it is having a positive impact
on the workplace. It is called
the Christian Fellowship in
the Workplace, and it
involves groups of Christians
from different denominations
getting together to pray,
worship, share or just enjoy
spiritual fellowship.

These groups usually start
with as few as two people
getting together. Some groups
have grown to include as
many as 30 people at one
session.

They are now more than 30
Christian Fellowships in the
Workplace in several areas of
business including
government departments,
media houses, department
stores, utility companies,
trade unions, banks and other
financial institutions.

Some Christian
Fellowships meet on a daily
basis, while others meet
weekly, monthly or as often
as they can.

Umbrella Organisation
With the rapid growth in

prayer groups in Barbados,
an umbrella organization has
been formed to bring them
closer together. The Christian
Fellowship in the Workplace
(CFW) Organisation was
launched just over two years
ago and its vision is “To bring
all individual Christian
Fellowships together in order
to accomplish a oneness,
thereby strengthening the
voice of God in the workplace
while building God’s
Kingdom.”

The Mission Statement of
C h r i s t i a n F e l l o w s h i p
International is: “To be at
work with Christ and in
business for Him.”

AT WORK FOR GOD
The aims and objectives of

CFW include building
communication between
existing Fellowships, assisting
in the growth and development
of new Fellowships, providing
spiritual guidance to
Fellowship leaders as well as
a resource base for the
Fellowships. The umbrella
body will also be co-
ordinating national activities
and sensitising the general
public to the existence and role
of the Fellowships.

Website
President of the CFW is Rev.

Barbara Gittens-Cumberbatch
of the Nation Publishing
Christian Fellowship and
more information on the
organsiation may be obtained
from its Internet Website
www.cfwinternational.org.
The Contact Us section
includes information on over
25 Workplace Fellowships,
with names, meeting times,
work telephone numbers, and
email addresses for the various
CFW leaders.

Fellowships have been
established at places like The
Inland Revenue Department,
The Nation Publishing
Company, The Caribbean
Broadcasting Corporation,
The Barbados Light and
Power Company, The Ministry
of Agriculture, the Town and
Country Planning
Department, the Electoral
Office, Starcom Network, The
National Sports Council, The
Central Bank of Barbados, the
Caribbean Development
Bank, Royal Bank of Canada,
R.L. Mark & Co. Ltd., Cable
& Wireless, Bank of
Butterfield, Purity Bakeries,
the Ministry of Public Works
& Transport, Hanschell Inniss
Ltd. and First Caribbean
International Bank.

Barbadian cleric, Father
Harcourt Blackett has been
honoured by the Pope. His
Holiness Pope Benedict XVI
has named him a Monsignor,
Chaplain of His Holiness. He
will now be known as the
Right Reverend Monsignor
Vincent Harcourt Blackett.

News of Father Blackett’s
honour has been conveyed to
him by Archbishop of
Castries and Apostolic
Delegate of the Diocese of
Bridgetown Robert Rivas.

A distinction
The title of “Monsignor”

is a distinction given by the
Pope to certain priests in the
Roman Catholic Church as
part of a papal honor
recognizing the priest’s
service to the Church. The
diocesan bishop nominates
candidates for the honor and
submits the names,
biographies and other
information to the Holy See.
The Pope then, if he wishes,
confers the honor onto the
priest. Once decided, the
Vatican Secretariat of State
issues a diploma designating
the new title and rank and
recognizing the newly-made
Monsignor’s service to the
Church.

My lord
Historically, the

monsignorate dates from the
fourteenth

 
century when the

papal court operated for a
period of time in Avignon,
France. At that time, bishops
were referred to as “mon
seigneur,” French for “my
lord.” Priests who worked in
the papal curia, the
administrative and judicial

Father Blackett’s Papal honour
Monsignor Vincent Harcourt Blackett

offices of the Pope were also
referred to as “monsignor”
and were allowed to wear
some of the regalia of a
bishop.

Today, there are generally
three grades of papal honors
that bear the title
“Monsignor” – the
Protonotary Apostolic, the
Prelates of Honor to His
Holiness, and the Chaplains
to His Holiness.

The honor of Chaplain to
His Holiness can be
conferred to priests inside or
outside of the Roman Curia.

First in Barbados
Monsignor Vincent

Harcourt Blackett, who is
the first person in Barbados
to be granted this honour,
will be presented to the
church during the Chrism
Mass on Monday of Holy
Week, April 6 at St Patrick’s
Cathedral, Jemmott’s Lane.

Monsignor Blackett is the
Resident Delegate of the
Apostolic Administrator
performing the duties as
Head of the Roman Catholic
church in Barbados.

Monsignor Vincent
Harcourt Blackett
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The sexual practices of
youth attending Evangelical
churches in the Eastern
Caribbean and Guyana are
under scrutiny. The objective
is to gather enough
information that will enable
Evangelical Churches to
develop adequate training
programmes in the area of
human sexuality and increase
HIV/AIDS awareness.

It is in the form of a survey
and will be conducted in
Antigua, St. Lucia and St.
Vincent by the end of July
this year and, if funding is
available, in Guyana,
Grenada and the Bahamas.

Sponsored
The study is sponsored by

the Evangelical Association
of the Caribbean, UNICEF,
the United Evangelical
Association of Antigua and
Barbuda, the Association of

Youth sex under scrutiny
Evangelical Churches in St.
Vincent and the Grenadines,
the Guyana Evangelical
Fellowship, and the Alliance
of Evangelical Churches Inc.
Grenada.

Results
The results of the survey

are expected to assist pastors
in better understanding the
current sexual practices of
Evangelical, church-based
youth and help them develop
adequate and appropriate
tools to enable these youth to
competently handle their
sexuality in a way that is
God-honouring, and thus
build strong families.

General secretary and
Chief Executive Officer of
the Evangelical Association
of the Caribbean, Bishop Dr.
Gerry Seale, will be
conducting the probe which
he says is also aimed at

assisting Evangelical leaders
in the task of raising the age
of first sexual experience.

This investigation of the
sexual practices of
Evangelical youth is also
designed to further mobilise
congregational leaders in the
fight against the HIV
pandemic and reduce and,
where possible, eliminate the
stigmatisation of people living
with HIV/AIDS (PLHA) in
Evangelical congregations
and the community.

Discussion
The results of the survey

will be discussed at a major
regional consultation for
Caribbean Evangelical
Christian leaders next year.

A similar survey in
Barbados revealed that 42
percent of respondents have
been sexually active. Of these
38 percent were having sex

outside of marriage. This
compares to national sexual
activity which is estimated at
about 70 percent.

Bishop Seale says the survey
has been prompted by his
concern about the HIV
pandemic; according to him:

“Pastors seem unwilling to
engage the pandemic, and
there’s the reality that people
within our churches are living
with and affected by HIV.”

The EAC head says he is
convinced that HIV/AIDS is
not the problem but the
symptom. He says:

“The problem is how we’re
dealing with our sexuality, the
need for our Evangelical
leaders to equip our people
with biblically and medically
sound information and the
need for behaviour change, an
area where the Church has a
vested interest.”

Hawthorn Methodist going 50
Hawthorn Memorial

Methodist Church has
launched a year of
activities to mark its 50th

anniversary. The
celebrations run from
March 15 2009 to March
21st next year and the
theme is ‘50 years of
God’s grace…moving
on in faith.’

The congregation of
Hawthorn has launched
the 50th anniversary
celebrations with a
church service and
members also got an
opportunity to reminisce
during a social evening

entitled ‘I Remember’.
Events for Hawthorn’s

anniversary cover a
number of areas including
business, sports
evangelism, mission and
outreach, prayer and
evangelism and youth and
family. January will be
Youth and Young adults
month, February
Founders month with the
celebrations climaxing on
March 21st with the 5oth
anniversary service.

Hawthorn Memorial
Church, located at
Worthing view in Christ
Church, Barbados is part

of the James Street-
Speightstown Circuit of
the Methodist church in
Barbados. It is presently
under the leadership of
Rev. Solomon Odoom.

Hawthorn is more than

just a church it is a family
with one of its ministries
being the day nursery.

The anniversary
celebrations coordinting
committee is chaired by
Audrey Alleyne.

Hawthorn Memorial Methodist Church
Celebrating its 50th Anniversary
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International cricket
umpire, Jamaican Steve
Bucknor who retired, has had
the honour of being the most
prolific World Cup Cricket
Finals umpire. But there is an
honour that he holds even
higher.

That accolade was
bestowed on him a few years
ago by the Calvary Baptist
Church in Montego Bay,
Jamaica where he has been a
member for about 20 years
and has served as a Deacon
for eight years. The
congregation has recognized
him for giving quality service
not only to the church, but
also to the Caribbean region.

Bucknor says of all the
awards and recognition that
he has received over the years
as an international umpire, to
be honoured as a child of God
is his greatest moment.

“To be honoured by those
whom you have served in any
capacity is special, but to be
recognised for one’s service
to the Kingdom of God must
be considered the greatest
moment of one’s life,” Mr.
Bucknor said.

Pastor of Calvary Baptist,
Reverend Everton G.
Jackson, praised Deacon

Bucknor for giving quality
service not only to the church,
but also to the region and says
he is now getting the fruit of
his labour.

“God is expecting quality,
consistent service from his
people, Brother Bucknor is
having balanced service ...
and his faithfulness has
resulted in him being
honoured today,” Rev.
Jackson commented.
Remarkable achievement
Nicknamed the “Slow

whispering Death” because of
his slow lengthy pause before
making a decision, Bucknor
is the only umpire to have
officiated in over 100 Test
matches. He  has identified his
standing in consecutive world
cup finals of  1992, 1996,

Bucknor’s highest honour
1999 and 2003 as the
 highlight of his career.

Umpire Bucknor’s busy
international schedule has
not prevented him from
making contributions to his
church and community. He
operates the Youth Sport
Programme in which some
30 boys are nurtured in a
number of disciplines. One of
the stipulations for
participants is compulsory
church attendance.

Bucknor stood in his last
Test between South Africa
and Australia in Cape Town
from 19 to 23 March, while
his final ODI will be on 29
March in Barbados between
West Indies and England.

He has officiated a record
128 Tests and 179 ODIs,
including every ICC Cricket
World Cup final since 1992.
His last World Cup final was
in 2007 between Australia
and Sri Lanka in Barbados.

Originally a high school
mathematics teacher and
sports coach, Bucknor went
on to become a leading sports
official in cricket and
football. He was a FIFA
referee between 1985 and
1992. (Adapted from The
Jamaica Gleaner)

Umpire Steve Bucknor

The US Caribbean diocese
of St Thomas in the Virgin
Islands lost most of its savings
in the largest case of securities
fraud in US history.

Bishop Herbert A Bevard
said the savings of a local
Church were invested with
Bernard L Madoff, a former
chairman of the NASDAQ
Stock Market and founder of
Bernard L Madoff Investment
Securities.

The diocese added some of
its savings and much later, St
Mary School invested its
endowment fund, Bishop
Bevard explained.

On December 11, Madoff
was arrested by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation for
allegedly defrauding
investors of US $50 billion
in a Ponzi scheme.

“I do not yet know if we will
be able to recover any of this
money, but it would seem that
such a hope is not well
founded,” Bishop Brevard
wrote, adding that the diocese
and others affected, like the
Redemptorist Fathers, will
attempt to seek repayment.

He said the diocese and St
Mary School will not have to
curtail services as the loss will
not severely impact current
budgets.

He has however said that
they will be forced to be very
frugal as they gradually
recover financial equilibrium
in the coming months and
years.

Madoff fraud Hits USVI Church

Bernard Madoff
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The Jamaica government says it will not be moved from its
decision not to leglise buggery. Prime Minister Bruce Golding
has told Parliament that the gay advocates can “do all they
want” but buggery will remain a crime in Jamaica.

Speaking in Parliament during debate on the Sexual
Offences Bill, Mr. Golding made it clear that he “will never
support acts or threats of violence or intimidation in any shape
or form against persons because of their sexual preferences
and lifestyle.”

He also said that Government would never give legal
endorsement to such practices.

“We are not going to yield to the pressure, whether that
pressure comes from organisations, individuals, foreign
governments or groups of countries to liberalise the laws as
it relates to buggery,” Golding said, noting that his
Government has been ‘harshly criticised’ by gay rights groups
for its stance on homosexuality.

Acts of buggery are punishable in Jamaica by up to 10
years in jail with hard labour.

Since the debate on the proposed Sexual Offence Bill there
have been concerns over the disparity in the treatment of rape
as against that for buggery, with suggestions that the new
Bill should also include provisions to allow the penalty for
buggery to be as stringent as that for rape and other grievous
sexual offences. Under the law, statutory rape and rape carry
a maximum penalty of life imprisonment.

Mr. Golding told Parliament it has been agreed to make
separate provision in the Sexual Offences Act to deal with
the treatment of buggery.

Jamaica says no buggery

Jamaica’s new Governor General Dr Patrick Allen has taken
office with his own formula for tackling the tough economic
climes and a rallying cry of ‘I believe’.

Dr Allen, in his inaugural address after being installed as the
sixth governor general of Independent Jamaica, said the economic
downturn in the island could be the opportunity for Jamaicans to
rely less on imported goods, promote a healthier lifestyle and
improve the quality of their diet by eating home-grown foods.

“Globally, we are in turbulent times, uncertain times, the worst
of times,” he said. “Nationally, we are between a rock and a
hard place, it is necessary we recognise fully our predicament in
order to commit ourselves to a way of escape.”

The former president of the West Indies Union Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists said the conditions that pervade Jamaican
life “scream at us to immediately develop and implement a
survival package, that will call on the creative genius of all well-
thinking Jamaicans in defence of the nation.

“There is nothing wrong with Jamaica that cannot be fixed by
what is right with Jamaica,” he said to applause from guests
attending the ceremony.

“My commitment is clear and without equivocation. I will set
forth to stir the people of Jamaica, inspire them to greatness and
see their recommitment to building a great society... Every
Jamaican must know, think, internalise, personalise and actualise
the theme ‘I believe’, the governor general said.

“I believe in Jamaica, I believe in the people of Jamaica, I am
committed to doing my best as I carry out my responsibilities,”
he said. He also affirmed an earlier pledge to be “a governor
general for all Jamaica.” (Adapted from Jamaica Observer)

Nothing wrong with J’a that can’t be fixed

Governor General Dr. Patrick Allen, at right and predecessor Sir Kenneth Hall

Church leaders in Jamaica have failed to adequately counsel
and interface with homosexuals in their congregations because
they fear unpopularity could trigger a membership exodus,
gays have claimed.

Marcus Bryan, a member of Sunshine Cathedral Jamaica, a
church formed for homosexuals, charged that most clerics
were wary of guilt by association and, therefore, refrained
from seriously addressing the issue.

“There are ministers who offer one-on-one counselling and
other support, but will have to be careful, as it will result in
fallout in their congregations,” Bryan told The Gleaner.

He said ministers who were prepared to deal with the
situation were only aiming to change their sexual orientation.

Bryan is a former Roman Catholic but left that denomination
because of the church’s doctrinal opposition to homosexuality.

“I couldn’t stay at the church because all they do is pray for
changes in me and I didn’t want to worship in a place where I
have to leave my sexuality outside.I love my sexuality and it
plays a significant part of my life,” he stated.

The Jamaica Forum for Lesbians, All-sexuals and Gays (J-
FLAG), the island’s main sex-minority lobby, said it has been
concerned about the treatment of homosexuals by churches.

Gays slam Church



8

After 120 years as an
established education
system within The
Bahamas, Roman Catholic
Archbishop Patrick Pinder
says it is time to refocus
the program.

Speaking at the
celebration of 120 years of
Catholic education in The
Bahamas, The Archbishop
said the Catholic education
system must be used as a
vehicle for enlightenment.

“Education is a vehicle of
human transformation and
a path to a more fulfilled
life,” said the primate.

“It is a tool of social
development. We are
convinced of that. We are
also convinced that it is a
basic right of every person.
This conviction finds its
root in the gospel. In Mark
16 verse 15, Jesus instructs
His disciples to go into the
world and proclaim the
good news. Therefore, it is
in no uncertain terms that
our commitment to the
Catholic education system
is a significant aspect of
our discipleship.”

Archbishop Pinder said
Catholic schools have
helped to open doors of
possibility to thousands of

Refocus  educational system

Bahamians, allowing them
to explore their potential in
ways that could only be
dreamed of before the
second half of the 20th
century.

Adapt to change
He says the schools cannot

rest on their laurels or past
achievements, nor remain
static educationally.

“To serve its purpose in
the formation of our people,
especially our youth,
education must evolve. Our
schools must adapt to
changing times and
changing individual and
social needs, without losing
touch with the basic mission
and vision that is consistent
with our Catholic beliefs
and principles.” (Nassau
Guardian)

Archbishop Patrick Pinder

The church in Tobago has
been praised for its
contribution to education. A
motion to this effect has
been passed by the Tobago
House of Assembly.

Secretary of Education,
Youth Affairs and Sport,
Claudia Groome-Duke said
the motion  recognised the
critical role the church has
played in the development of
the education sector in
Tobago for over 200 years.
She told the House:

“We must never forget the
sacrifices made to the sector
by our ancestors and the
church in nurturing
generation after generation.”

Groome-Duke also
remarked that the policy of
the Tobago House of
Assembly was that once a
Tobago child is attending a
school in Tobago, the
necessary support would be

Tobago Church praised
 given to that child.

“The Tobago House of
Assembly has respected the
church’s right of ownership
and control of all
denominational primary and
secondary schools through
all changes of
administrations. Even
where the original land and
school building became no
longer adequate to house
the school’s population, the
THA has found suitable
land and rebuilt the school
and the old land and
building still remain the
property of the church to do
as it wishes,” she
articulated.

She went on to say that
the THA has respected the
requests and wishes of the
denominational boards with
respect to appropriate
educational material.
(Tobago news).

The Caribbean has its own Christian Television station.
This comes after years of tuning in to international gospel
stations like Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN) and the
Christian Broadcasting Network (CBN).

The Bahamas Christian Network (BCN) has been launched
by radio broadcaster and local pastor Silbert Mills who is
based in Dundas Town, Abaco.

“Being a pastor, I saw the need for a Christian network and
as I am a broadcaster, I chose to fill that need. Since we are a
Christian nation I think it’s important to have continuous
access to the word and that’s what this station will provide
people living in The Bahamas,” he said.

All Christian-based religious denominations are invited to
have a show on the network, which will feature local
Bahamian pastors, churches, musicians and singers. The only
time a U.S.-based church service will be aired is if a
Bahamian pastor is a guest speaker at the church, according
to BCN representative Rosemary Thompson.

“With this station we will be declaring Christian messages
and programming. We will also have local news, discussions
that we believe will address some moral issues in our country.
Therefore, while we may not solve these issues we will bring
them to the forefront of peoples minds,” said Mills. (Adapted
from Nassau Guardian)

Caribbean Christian Television



9
The Messenger Email-thebarbadosmessenger@yahoo.com

The Charlotte, North
Carolina-based Billy
Graham Evangelistic
Association is laying off 55
employees, about 10 percent
of its staff, according to
Tim Funk, writing for the
Charlotte Observer
newspaper.

“With the economy the
way it is, we need to make
sure we’re tightening our
belts as much as we can,”
said Ken Barun, the
ministry’s senior vice
president for
communications.

“We want to be good
stewards of the resources
our donors have been kind
enough to give us.”

Budget slice
The layoffs and other

cost-cutting efforts should
slice the annual budget by
about 15 percent to $84
million, Barun said.

In his article, Funk writes
that Barun said
contributions have been
“relatively flat,” and the
BGEA has seen less revenue
from sales of products such
as books, and lower returns
on endowment funds.

According to Funk, the
economy was only part of
the reason for the cutbacks,
Barun told him. A year and
a half ago, Barun said, chief
executive Franklin Graham

Billy Graham  Laying Off
asked his staff to find ways
to reduce costs and become
more efficient without
reducing ministry efforts.
Barun said the BGEA has
consolidated some internal
departments, doubled up on
administrative assistants and
outsourced such things as
housekeeping and
groundskeeping.

Meanwhile,  the BGEA
plans to increase its ministry
offerings by launching Rock
the River, a series of one-
day Franklin Graham
festivals this summer in
cities along the Mississippi
River. Graham’s
international festivals will
also continue, Barun said.
“In uncertain times, the
message of God’s love is
more relevant than ever,” he
said.

Funk writes that a few of
the 55 positions being
eliminated are based at the
Billy Graham Training
Center, The Cove, in
Montreat, but most of them
are based in Charlotte.

Barun said those losing
their jobs will leave the
ministry by March 20. He
said full-time employees
who are laid off get a
month’s notice, a severance
package, and
“outplacement” and spiritual
counseling. (A. N .S).

Focus on the Family’s
James C. Dobson, Ph.D.,
has stepped down as board
chairman of the ministry he
founded 32 years ago.

His wife, National Day of
Prayer Chairman Shirley
Dobson, has also left the
Focus on the Family Board
of Directors. They have
been elected to the positions
of Founder and Chairman
Emeritus and Director
Emerita, respectively, for
the nonprofit ministry they
started in 1977.

According to a news
release from Focus on the
Family, the Dobsons’
decision represents the “next
step in a transition plan
begun six years ago, when
he stepped down as
president in order to lessen
his administrative burden.”

Executive leadership was
handed to Don Hodel in
2003, and then to Jim Daly
in 2005. Dr. Dobson had
been board chairman until
his stepping down.

The board of directors
issued this statement: “One
of Dr. Dobson’s objectives
during the last decade has
been to help identify the
next generation of
leadership for the ministry,
and to see it established
securely before he stepped
away from administrative

Dr. James Dobson Steps Down
oversight. That purpose has
now been fulfilled, and we
applaud Dr. Dobson for this
concern for the future of the
ministry.”

Dr. Dobson’s other
responsibilities at the
ministry will not change
significantly. He will
continue the “Focus on the
Family” radio broadcast,
and handle other duties as in
the past. He will also
continue to write the
newsletter, sent to 1.6
million people per month.

He and Mrs. Dobson are
anxious to devote
themselves to the joys of
grandparenting.

Assuming the
chairmanship of the Focus
board is Lt. Gen. Patrick P.
Caruana (USAF, Retired), a
board member since 1996
and vice chairman since
2006.

“When it became clear
that McCain would win the
GOP nomination, Dobson
endorsed former Baptist
preacher and Arkansas Gov.
Mike Huckabee. He later
said that, given the
candidate put forth by the
Democrats and his abortion
stance, he had a moral
obligation to vote,
presumably for McCain.”
(Assist News Service).
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The bishops of the diocese
of Toronto in Canada are
proposing that “a limited
number of parishes” be given
episcopal permission to offer
prayers and blessing “but not
the nuptial blessing” to same-
sex couples “in stable, long-
term, committed
relationships.”

The bishops, who outlined
their proposal at a Jan. 29
meeting of the diocesan
council, said they plan to
conduct an extensive
consultation process and
would present the guidelines
for implementing the proposal
at the diocese’s synods in May
and in November. A bishop’s
commission will be formed to
formulate the guidelines.

The process could take a
year, the diocesan bishop of
Toronto, Colin Johnson, told
the Toronto Star.

The bishops said that the
proposal was well within the
parameters recommended by
the house of bishops, which in
2007 declared that they were

‘Not the nuptial blessing’

committed to “develop the
most generous pastoral
response possible within the
current teaching of the
church.”

The bishops said that clergy
may celebrate a eucharist and
intercessory prayers with a
same-sex couple, but not
pronounce a nuptial blessing.

No rite will be developed or
authorized in the diocese of
Toronto’s case, said the
bishops.

Just what form the prayers
or blessing would take has yet
to be determined, said Bishop
Johnson.

The primates (national archbishops) of the Anglican
Communion are yet to decide on how to deal with a coalition
of Anglicans who have left their churches in North America
because of differences over such issues as sexuality and want
to be recognized as a separate province.

They agreed, however, that the Archbishop of Canterbury
should initiate a “professionally mediated conversation which
engages all parties at the earliest opportunity.”

In a communiqué released at the end of their meeting in
Alexandria, Egypt, the primates said they received a report
from the Windsor Continuation Group, which identified “some
of the difficulties in recognizing the coalition among the
provinces of the Communion.” It added:

“Significant concerns were raised in the conversation about the
possibility of parallel jurisdictions.” The Windsor Continuation
Group, created by the Archbishop of Canterbury, has been
recommending the way forward for the Communion, which has been
deeply divided over the place of gays and lesbians in the church.

The Common Cause Partnership, a coalition of seven
different groups, had been hoping to get some support from
the primates for a separate province.

No separate N. A. Anglicans

Bishop Colin Johnson

An AP article  has
highlighted the fact that
singers with a background in
the Church make up a
significant part of this season’s
American Idol (AI)
contestants. In fact, prior to the
Tuesday, March 17th show,
“more than half of the
remaining 11 finalists have
regularly performed at places
of worship” and “three of those
6 contestants have worked as
worship leaders at their,
churches back home.”

Zeroing in on finalist Kris
Allen, of Conway, Arkansas,
Derrik J. Lang, AP
Entertainment Writer, notes
that being on stage was not a
new experience for the 23-
year-old, but that “seeing the
eager audience looking up at
him reminded him of…going
to church.”

“Kristopher was in a position
where he was singing on a
weekly basis in front of a large
number of people,” explained
Brandon Shatswell, the
executive worship pastor at
Kris’ church, adding that
having to learn new songs

quickly to use during a service
helped to ready him for the
competition.

Lost wife
Another Christian on the

show, 28-year-old Danny
Gokey, lost his wife who died
just a month before his
American Idol audition. Gokey,
who stands out with his stylish
eyeglasses and husky voice, has
reportedly worked for Faith
Builders International in
Milwaukee and in Beloit,
Wisconsin for eight years.

Stating that Gokey’s fate on
AI was in God’s hands, Jeff
Pruitt, Gokey’s pastor described
the music director’s faith as he
competes on the show.

 “Danny is in a place in his
life that he is trusting the Lord
with everything that’s placed in
front of him. He prays, [and]
says, ‘Lord, I will go as far as
you want me to go.”

Another worship leader/
finalist is Michael Sarver, who
also works as a “roughneck” in
the oilfield. Sarver leads
worship at the Harvest Church
in Jasper, Texas.(Breaking
Christian News)

“Idol” Finalists Sang in Church

School on Good Friday?
A plan by Massachusetts,

USA, school Superintendent
Wilfredo Laboy to make up a
snow day by holding classes on
Good Friday is drawing fire.

Good Friday, which falls on
April 10 this year, is the day
when Christians recall Jesus’
death on the cross. Laboy says
that day and June 25 and 26
could be used to make up for
five snow days.

But teachers’ union president
Frank McLaughlin calls
classes on Good Friday a
contract violation and says he
will file a grievance if the
superintendent makes it a
school day. 

School Committee member
James Vittorioso says Good
Friday is sacred and the schools
would be sending the wrong
message about religion.
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While the Church continues to preach
Hell’s damnation on fornicators and
adulterers, sex remains a forbidden issue
for many pastors.

This is believed to have led to the high
rate of failed marriages among
churchgoers, who are sometimes coerced
into holy matrimony by ‘divine
matchmakers’, who themselves
sometimes have a history of failed or
unhappy unions.

Carl became a Christian at the age of
19; he says the elders of the church never
spoke about sex.

“You would hear about fornication and
adultery, that we will go to Hell if we
defiled the temple of the Holy Ghost (the
body), but no one came to us one on one
about the problems that would face us,”
he tellsThe Sunday Gleaner.

“My desire for sex peaked and I
immediately started to think about
marriage. As youngsters in the church
we were of the opinion that ‘tying the
knot’ was a licence to have sex as much
as we wanted to, and would solve all the
problems.”

“It is better to marry than to burn,”
was a quotation by the Apostle Paul that
was used to push us towards marriage,”
he recalled.

“I simply understood this to mean that
if I have a problem with sex, I should
find a woman and get married, and I
don’t think there can be any other
interpretation.”

One year later he was married to
Sheryl, the church’s choir director. They
were confident they were doing the right
thing, as elders in the church endorsed
the union through prophesy.

Nightmare
Sheryl says her marriage was like a

fairytale at first.
“For the first three months, he could

not take his hands off me, we did every
thing together,” she recalls. “Things were
perfect, a dream, but after that the
nightmare began.

“Carl started to find fault with
everything. We argued about anything

The failure of Christian marriages

you can think of, and to make matters
worse, sex was just intercourse; we did
not make love anymore,” she relates.
“Suddenly he could not speak on his
cellphone in my presence, while taking
calls any hour of the night and I became
suspicious of his every move.”

“It suddenly struck me that I knew
nothing about him. What are his long-
term goals? How many kids he wanted?
We were not prepared.

“When I finally decided to speak with
my pastor’s wife about our problems,
all she said to me was that we should
fast and pray about it, it was the Devil.

“Carl and I have since separated, and
now have to be going through the ordeal
of a divorce. This is the hardest part,
and there is no one in the church to stand
with you because divorce is not
allowed.”

Marriage is Complex
Associate counselling psychologist at

Family Life Ministries, Jennifer James,
says a decision to marry is complex.

“Just saying that both of you are
Christians does not mean that you are
going to have a wonderful marriage,”
the psychologist explains.
“There are a lot of persons that share
the same Christian values, but are not
compatible. That is why it is important
to have premarital counselling.

“When both parties in a relationship
begin to question whether there is a
future in the union, it can then be defined
as a failed marriage,” she notes.

In the United States, divorce rate is
used as the index for failed marriages,
but James disagrees.

By Mark Titus, Sunday Gleaner Writer
“Some people equate failed marriages

 with divorce, but that is not necessarily
so,” she said. “The incidence of divorce
in and out of the church is very much
comparable.

“In Jamaica, the divorce taboo is still
strong in the church, as much as sex is.
There are a lot of persons living together
saying they are married, some even
cohabiting in the same household, but
their marriages are not a success.”

The psychologist pointed out that while
the Church has a responsibility to speak
on the issue of sex, the family’s failure
to teach the society about the subject
must not be ignored.

Parents at fault
“The same criticisms that are levelled

at church leaders can be said about many
parents, as they too are not comfortable
with their own sexuality and as a result,
refuse to talk about it.

“Most of our youngsters get their sex
education from school, a clinical- type
biology; what they are not getting is the
relationship or the value part of sex,”
she stated.

Mrs. James said that the family and
the school’s failure to teach the values
of sex, and the warped, biased and
commercialised version from the media
have resulted in persons not thinking
highly of sex.

“The value side is neglected, and that
is where the Church needs to have a very
strong input, because God has a lot to
say about marriage and sex.

“Christian marriages are supposed to
typify what the ideal marriage should be
and demonstrate Christ’s relationship
with the Church, but this is not
happening. The Church has failed in this
regard.”

This sensitive and controversial
issue, according to James, can only
be properly addressed when
ministers of religion come to grips
with their own sexuality, and the
place sex holds in a person’s life.
(The Jamaica Sunday Gleaner)



12

Christian toothpaste
Christians are like a tube of toothpaste. When you squeeze

them what’s inside comes out.

At peace
Written on a grave stone. Here lies my beloved. He is at

peace and so am I.

Job Interview
Reaching the end of a job interview, the human resources

person asked a young engineer fresh out of Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT) what kind of a salary he was
looking for.

“In the neighborhood of $140,000 a year, depending on
the benefits package.”

“Well, what would you say to a package of 5-weeks
vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical and dental, company
matching retirement fund to 50% of salary, and a company
car leased every 2 years...say, a red Corvette?”

“Wow!  Are you kidding?”
“Yeah, but you started it.”

Joey Sets The Table
A certain man had invited the pastor and his wife for

dinner, and it was little Joey’s job to set the table. But when
it came time to eat, Joey’s mother said with surprise, “Why
didn’t you give Mrs.  Brown a knife and fork dear?”

“I didn’t think I needed to,” as everyone listened as Joey
explained, “I heard Daddy say she always eats like a horse.”

Hearing Test
A man goes to his doctor and says “I don’t think my wife’s

hearing is as good as it used to be, what should I do?”
The doctor replies: “Try this test to find out for sure.  When

your wife is in the kitchen doing dishes, stand fifteen feet
behind her and ask her a question, if she doesn’t respond
keep moving closer asking the question until she hears you.”

The man goes home and sees his wife preparing dinner.  He
stands fifteen feet behind her and says “What’s for dinner,
honey?” No response. He moves to ten feet behind her and
asks again, no response. Five feet, no answer.  Finally he stands
directly behind her and says, “Honey, what’s for supper?”

She replied: “For the fourth time, I SAID CHICKEN!”

If God Should Go On strike
How good it is that God above

Has never gone on strike
Because He was not treated fair

in things He didn’t like

If only once He’d given up and said:
 “That’s it, I’m through!”

I’ve had enough of those on earth,
so this is what I’ll do…

I’ll give my orders to the sun –
 “Cut off the heat supply!”

And to the moon – “Give no more light,
and run the oceans dry.”

Then just to make things really tough
and put the pressure on,

“Turn off the vital oxygen
‘til every breath is gone…”

You know He would be justified,
if fairness was the game

For no one has been more abused
or met with more disdain.

And yet He carries on,
supplying you and me

With all the favours of His grace
and everything for free.

Men say they want a better deal,
and so on strike they go,

But what a deal we’ve given God
to whom all things we owe.

We don’t care about who we hurt
to gain the things we like

But, what a mess we’d all be in
if God should go on strike.

(Author unknown)

Laughter!
Good for
the soul


